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KITSAP COUNTY  
NON-MOTORIZED FACILITIES COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

(KC NMCAC)  
MEETING MINUTES 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Attendance: 

Members Present: 
Debbie Weinmann (Chair) 
Jess Chandler (Vice-Chair) 
Janine Blaeloch 
Rick Feeney (Recorder) 
Ray Pardo  
Doug Piehl 
Laura Westervelt 
Scott Satter  
Brian Watson 

Members Absent:   
None 

Kitsap County Representatives: 
Melissa Mohr 
Aaron Nix 
Theresa Smith 

Guests: 
None 
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Enclosure [1]: North Sound-to-Olympics (STO) Feasibility Study Update 
Enclosure [2]: Pedestrian Metrics 
 
Topic 1: Welcome and Introductions 

Meeting Called to Order  

With two new members, we had a roundtable introduction. 

Topic 2: Public Comment 

.None 

Topic 3: Approval of minutes 

May’s minutes were delayed for a correction (missing attachment).     

For September’s minutes Ray Pardo put out the motion to approve minutes, Scott Satter seconded.  
All voted in favor. 

Topic 4:  Fairgrounds Road Sidewalk Improvement Design 

Theresa Smith is Kitsap County’s Public Works Design Manager and Project Manager for the 
Fairground’s area road design.  Joe Rutan asked her to give us an update.  It is Transportation 
Improvements Program (TIP) #19 on the Six-Year Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
2022-2027. 

We recently received federal funding through a Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) request to 
complete the project on a non-motorized improvement to the corridor.  It is at the 30% design 
phase. 

Theresa stated there are a lot of kids walking and biking these shoulders (or lack thereof) and they 
will greatly benefit the county.  She brought up Google Earth on the screen to visually show us the 
area.  She noted the improvements recently completed between Central Valley Rd. to Woodridge 
Road.  This funding is allowing us to take it to the next step to complete the safe shoulders on both 
sides of Fairgrounds Road from Central Valley Rd. to the Fairgrounds.   

The East-West directional Central Kitsap project will install curb, gutter sidewalks on both sides of 
Fairgrounds Road from Woodridge Rd. (near Central Valley Rd.) up to Nels Nelson Rd. at the 
Fairgrounds. This will include an eastbound bike lane.  West bound Fairgrounds Rd. will receive a 
14-foot wide travel lane; albeit, without a bike lane due to physical logistics. Noting there is not a lot 
of driveways on that side less hindrances.   

Theresa noted that in Federal Grants there is not a log of room for changes.   

Issues include Catch basins, water quality – creeks challenge.  It’s a pretty expensive project.  Its at 
30 percent design.  Purchasing right of way.  Expensive. They have designed to account for the car 
inlets/outlets.  Street lights will include new light poles and possibly underground wiring.  Will have 
do a lighting study (e.g., where we need lights).   

The Project details can be found on their website “county resources”, “public works projects”, 
“fairgrounds road project” 

Brian Watson brought up that this is partly a result of our work on this committee.  We prioritized this 
section of road and boosted its priority.  Involves the route to and from school.   For the west bound 
lane without a bicycle lane, I’d like for you to consider placing signs the MUTCD R4.11 that the 
bicyclists can legally use the full lane.  We should also place Sharrows in the middle of the lane.  
Theresa will look into this.  



3 

Topic 5: Shared Use Paths – Joint Workshop 

Deb discussed the following e-mail she sent out stating: 

Hi NMC, 

In addition to our regular October meeting, the Non-motorized Facilities Community Advisory Committee, 
Accessible Communities Advisory Committee, and the Parks Advisory Board will be holding an on-line joint 
workshop covering Shared Use Paths (SUPs) in Kitsap County. The topics to be discussed include the following: 
What is a SUP?, What is accessibility?, SUPs in Kitsap, and a special presentation about a SUP developed through 
a sensitive area in Soos Creek Park located in Kent.  

All of you are welcome to join and are encouraged to participate in the upcoming on-line workshop.  

So, hold the date, Wed. Oct. 26th (6:30 to 8:00 PM), for the Shared Use Path Joint Workshop. 

This was to let the committee know about an educational effort Dianne Iverson of the West Sound 
Cycling Club Advocacy committee who spearheaded the need for a joint workshop.  It will include 
pertinent county and city personnel; including the Parks, Public Works, NMCAC, the advisory board, 
County Commissioners, etc. talking about shared use paths in the county.  Where do we have them 
and where are we going to (or should) add them.  Information may come into play in the Sound-To-
Olympics (STO) trail.  The chair shared that this is the future of our county and it is nice for NMCAC 
to participate and share our ideas.   

Topic 6: North Sound-to-Olympics (NSTO) Update - Communications 

Deb discussed the current status.  See Enclosure [1].  As discussed in previous meetings, the 
rating of the potential routes was discussed.  Qualitative Analysis on how this route would meet the 
goal. 

Melissa brought up some public concerns that several parties are raising on the potential reasons 
not to build paved shared use paths in the North Kitsap Regional Park.  Deb discussed that we 
could educate them on the plusses that would come from this, recognizing the mitigation of their 
concerns.  It would include issues like soil data, grade, data, etc. 

There was much discussion on this issue between the members.  Does everyone want to write a 
letter to the Commissioners?  All agreed in wanting to write a support letter in relation to the goals 
of the non-motorized plan.  Brian Watson requested that Deb write up the draft to be shared.  It will 
be shared per protocol. 

Topic 7: Metrics 

Jess Chandler showed a quick report on the purpose of the metrics.  See Enclosure [2] for a Draft 
purpose slide.   

Rick Feeney asked if we have found similarities out in other districts; copycatting is helpful.   

Ray Pardo had contact with some very helpful people.  He stated that by putting this in front of us, 
we may be able to strike a conversation.  Still focusing on point number 1 on the screen. 

Janine Blaeloch suggested looking into the site “America Walks”.  The Metrics team will research. 

Topic 8: Member and Staff Update 

It was asked if the topic of Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging and Bicycle Parking had any updates.  It 
was brought the EV and bike parking has a project page (i.e., kitsapgov.com/dcd/Pages/Bicycle-
and-Electric-Vehicle-Code.aspx).  The Kitsap Planning Commission is holding a public hearing 
October 18th (Tuesday) to accept public comments and to make a recommendation. It’s a virtual 
open house and the public comment period is open.   
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The Community Development Department has a meeting on Wednesday night October 19th about 
their Comp Plan update process, specifically parts related to subarea planning for Silverdale 
specifically. People can connect to that meeting via the details in the upper-right of this webpage: 
https://www.kitsapgov.com/dcd/Pages/ComprehensivePlanUpdate_2024.aspx 

Brian let the committee know that he will be presenting informational session at the Bike, Walk, and 
Roll conference put on by Cascade Bicycle Club and Washington Bike (WA Bikes). It an annual 
work conference on building safe streets around school and their access roads.  We can get the 
Zoom site by contacting Cascade.org. 

Brian Watson let the committee know that the Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) has 
appointed him to represent Kitsap County on the Bicycle Pedestrian Activity Committee (BPAC). 

Rick gave a short discussion on the following: 

• Last meeting there was a mention that we could add some focus on the South Kitsap’s 
North-South corridor/spine; including signage, extending out the shoulders, reducing the 45 
mph speed limit to 40 mph akin to Glenwood Road’s speed reduction.  

• A north-south bicycle path is being developed through Port Orchard. 

• September 29th that Tacoma’s Evergreen Trails organization will be having their annual 
meeting and that he would be attending. 

• Sedgwick Road (Southworth Ferry access) will be rerouted for a month to build an enhanced 
stream passage widening. 

 
Topic 9:   Adjourn 

With no further comments, the Chair closed the meeting. 
 
 
 

https://www.kitsapgov.com/dcd/Pages/ComprehensivePlanUpdate_2024.aspx


Enclosure [1]: North Sound-To-Olympic Trails Study Update 
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